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HOW YOU CAN GIVE: 

WBC e-Transfer Option 
Use wbc.etransfer@gmail.com and indicate amount and to which area you 
choose, in the comment section. An example could look like this:  

¨ 50 Operating Fund 

¨ 50 New Building Fund 
¨ 50 Missions 

In your first e-Transfer to Woodstock Baptist also include your mailing address in 
the comment section. 
 

Give Online 

Follow the link to give online: woodstockbaptist.ca/give/  
 

Preauthorized Debit Option 

You can find forms at woodstockbaptist.ca/give/ to set up preauthorized debit 
transactions.  
 

Mail Option 
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A Different Journey 

 
 

This Lenten journey of 2020 will be forever 
written in our minds, won’t it? Lent is a time 
for retreat, and we have been catapulted into 
near reclusion.  An infinitesimally small virus 
has brought global economies to a halt, has 
closed schools, churches and public places 
around the globe, has quarantined entire 
megacities, closed borders, prompted wide-
spread panic and shuttered countless busi-
nesses. People are afraid. Some of us may 
find it hard to embrace the words of Jesus in 
what is known as the high-priestly prayer of 
John 14:27: “My peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid “. 
How can we possibly NOT be troubled right 
now? What changes are going to happen this 
week – gosh – today, that will change our new 
reality?  On journeys that are so bizarre and 
unfamiliar, peace is hard to come by. 
When two colleagues and I visited Goma, in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo last July, it 
was right at the apex of the Ebola outbreak in 
the Kivu Province. We were troubled and 
indeed, a bit afraid. I learnt many important 
lessons during the few days that we were 
there, but none more important than this: The 
local church is the very best means to help 
heal a broken world.  Pastors and church 
leaders were looked to as role models.  Vital 
support was being channeled to people who 
were isolated.  Care was provided to the fam-
ilies of the sick. Communities of resilience 
grew and were known for their faithful (yet 
cautious) presence in the midst of darkness. 
The congregants didn’t need to meet together 
to be the church. We learnt new communal 
disciplines. 
Like most of our Christian communities, one 
of the disciplines we are practicing at CBM is 
to very intentionally ask ourselves how to  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR KNOWN SICK: 

 URVH:  Glenn Thornton, Taylor Shaw, 

and Violet Hickey 

 

 At Home:  Jaxon Rideout, Corey    
Graham, Phil Uvilluk, Paige VanDine, 
Lexi Sealy, Basil Lawrence, Alta 
McKinley, Wayne Rennie, Faye Bell 
and Elinor McBrearity. 

care deeply and offer peace and hope to the 
“other” in these odd times.  And we push our 
minds to think much more broadly – past the 
elderly folks in our churches. Or the single 
Mom across street. And the convalescing 
couple who had to rush back from their trip 
down south. 
All of us have reason to be thankful for health 
care and emergency services workers pres-
ently.  Yes, please care for them, and show 
them God’s peace at this time. 
But what about the “other” around the 
world?  A family living in a refugee camp in 
northern Kenya whose aid has been stopped 
because the transport systems into the region 
have been suspended? The partners in Leba-
non who are unable to access banks, even 
though they want so much to continue to im-
plement their programmes. Or the pastor of 
the house-church in China who has coura-
geously distributed rice and soap to his local 
community? 
We have also been considering how to sup-
port and encourage our field staff during this 
time.  Most are in self-isolation, whether in 
the Philippines, Thailand, Bolivia or Hong 
Kong. Their plans have been turned upside 
down as well. Some of them have adult chil-
dren here in Canada. And they find them-
selves an ocean away. Others are trying to 
figure out how to minister without the face-to-
face contact they are used to, especially in 
places where internet access is non-existent 
or so unreliable. We are doing everything we 
can to support them and assure them in 
these uncertain times. 
As disruptive and potentially threatening as 
COVID-19 may be, it will also be another 
means with which God can forge us into new 
levels of faithfulness, generosity, love and 
commitment. 
 

Terry Smith, Executive Director 
Canadian Baptist Ministries  

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

To watch our service live online this    

Sunday follow the link below: 
 

woodstockbaptist.ca/watch-live/  

Follow us on Social Media for Updates! 
 

@WoodstockBaptistChurch 
 

@woodstockbaptistchurch 


